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DATE:  July 31, 2023 – Updated    
 

SUBJECT:  Permit Required Confined Space Entry Program (General Industry) 
 

REGULATORY STANDARD:  OSHA - 29 CFR 1910.146 
 

BASIS: Over 1 1/2 million workers enter confined spaces on an annual basis. Serious 
injury or death in a confined space can be the result of asphyxiation, engulfment, electric 
shock, falls, and heat stress. The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) 
estimates that 85 percent of these accidents can be prevented if proper safety 
precautions at job sites are initiated. This poses a serious problem for exposed workers 
and their employer. The OSHA Confined Space Standard establishes uniform 
requirements to ensure that the hazards of confined spaces in U.S. workplaces are 
evaluated, safety procedures implemented, and that the proper hazard information is 
transmitted to all affected workers. 

 

GENERAL: Salisbury University will ensure that all potential confined spaces within our 
facility(s) are evaluated. This standard practice instruction is intended to address 
comprehensively the issues of evaluating and identifying potential confined spaces, 
evaluating the associated potential hazards, communicating information concerning 
these hazards, and establishing appropriate procedures and protective measures for 
employees. 

 

RESPONSIBILITY: The Environmental Safety Manager 
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hazards to entrants, this employer shall reevaluate that space and, if necessary, 
reclassify it as a permit-required confined space. 

 
2.15 Permit to Non-Permit Reclassification. A space classified by this employer 
as a permit-required confined space will be reclassified as a non-permit confined 
space under the following conditions: 

 

2.15.1 If the permit space poses no actual or potential atmospheric hazards 
and if all hazards within the space are eliminated without entry into the 
space, the permit space may be reclassified as a non-permit confined space 
for as long as the non-atmospheric hazards remain eliminated. 

 

2.15.2 If it is necessary to enter the permit space to eliminate hazards, such 
entry shall be performed under the assumption that a hazard exists. If 
testing and inspection during that entry demonstrate that the hazards within 
the permit space have been eliminated, the permit space may be 
reclassified as a non-permit confined space for as long as the hazards 
remain eliminated. 

 

Note: Control of atmospheric hazards through forced air ventilation alone does not 
constitute elimination of the hazards. Periodic monitoring will be conducted to ensure 
forced air ventilation maintains a safe worker environment for reclassification to a non- 
permit confined space. 

 

2.15.3 This employer shall document the basis for determining that all 
hazards in a permit space have been eliminated, through a certification that 
contains as a minimum; the date, the location of the space, and the 
signature of the person making the determination. The certification shall be 
made available to each employee entering the space. 

 

2.15.4 If hazards arise within a permit space that has been declassified to 
a non-permit space, each employee in the space shall immediately exit the 
space and notify their supervisor. This employer shall then reevaluate the 
space and determine whether it must be reclassified as a permit space, in 
accordance with other applicable provisions of this instruction. 

 

2.16 University Responsibilities Regarding Contractor Operations in Permitted 
Confined Spaces. When this employer arranges to have employees of another 
employer (contractor) perform work that involves permit space entry, this employer 
shall: 

 

2.16.1 Inform the contractor that the workplace contains permit spaces and 
that permit space entry is allowed only through compliance with the 
University permit space program meeting the requirements of this 
instruction. 
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3.4.10 Principal equipment needed to conduct confined space operations. 
The below listed intrinsically safe equipment as a minimum will be 
maintained where required for confined space operations. 

 
(1) Multi-gas monitors 
(2) 
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Note: Atmospheric testing conducted in accordance with the "procedures for atmospheric 
testing" section of this instruction or Appendix B to 29 CFR 1910.146 will be used to 
satisfy this requirement. This appendix can also be used to develop procedures for 
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8.6.2 If the attendant detects the behavioral effects of hazard exposure in 
an entrant. 

 
8.6.3 If the attendant detects a situation outside the space that could 
endanger the entrants. 

 

8.6.4 If the attendant cannot effectively and safely perform all the duties 
required under this section. 

 

8.7 Summon rescue and other emergency services as soon as the attendant 
determines that entrants may need assistance to escape from permit space 
hazards. 

 
8.8 Takes the following actions when unauthorized persons approach or enter a 
permit space while entry is underway: 

 

8.8.1 Warn the unauthorized persons that they must stay away from the 
permit space. 

 

8.8.2 Advise the unauthorized persons that they must exit immediately if 
they have entered the permit space. 

 

8.8.3 Inform the authorized entrants and the entry supervisor if 
unauthorized persons have entered the permit space. 

 

8.9 Performs non-entry rescues as specified by this employer's rescue procedure. 
 

8.10 Performs no duties that might interfere with the attendant's primary duty to 
monitor and protect the entrants. 

 

9. Duties of entry supervisors. This employer shall ensure that each entry supervisor: 
 

9.1 Knows the hazards that may be faced during entry, including information on 
the mode, signs or symptoms, and consequences of the exposure. 

 

9.2 Verifies, by checking that the appropriate entries have been made on the 
permit, that all tests specified by the permit have been conducted and that all 
procedures and equipment specified by the permit are in place before endorsing 
the permit and allowing entry to begin. 

 

9.3 Terminates the entry and cancels the permit as required in accordance with 
the "permit section" this instruction. 

 

9.4 Verifies that rescue services are available and that the means for summoning 
them are operable. 
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9.5 Ensures removal of unauthorized individuals who enter or
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atmosphere will be tested, with a calibrated direct-reading instrument, for the 
following conditions in the order given: 

 
(1) Oxygen content.  (19.5% - 23.5%) OSHA Mandated 
(2) Flammable gases and vapors. OSHA Mandated 
(3) Potential toxic air contaminants. OSHA Mandated 
(4) Airborne combustible dusts Site Specific 

 
 

12. Format for Confined Space Permit.  (Starts at top of next page.) 
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Salisbury University 
Confined Space Entry Permit 

 

Job Site: Permit Number:     
 

Permit Validity Period: (day/time)  to   
Confined space identification code (if identified) (   ) 
Notes:  
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Pre-Entry Atmospheric Testing 
 

Action Requirement Reading Time  Intervals Levels 
 

1. Test for oxygen content %O2             
2. Test for flamm. concent.   <10%LEL             
3. Test for H2S   <10PPM             
4. Test for Cl2   <.5PPM             
5. Test for CO   <35PPM             
6. Test for SO2   <2PPM             
7. Test for toxic concent.   PPM             

  of  (TLV=  ) 
8. Test for heat stress   of           
9. Test for               
10. Test for                

 

Tester: 




